
 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                  

 
Hello Readers, 

December here it is and not long to Christmas also next year 2016!  Hope you all have 

a very Happy Safe Christmas and all the best for 2016. First time this year I will be 
working through the Christmas holidays but off Christmas and Boxing Day also New 

Year Day too. For 10 years I had two months holidays while worked at college. Big 

change and also new challenge for me, All my girls have grown up and working too.  
It was good to see Sister Maureen when she came to Wellington for the Dominican 

Celebration one Friday night also she sign for me as no interpreter available. She told 

me that some Deaf people were very good with flags at the 'Dominican Jubilee 800 

years' Mass in Feilding. I was so pleased to hear that. Well done you Deaf people.  
CELBRATE JESUS: Matthew 1:18-24 Christmas is the celebration of the birth of our 

Savior. Jesus was born to the virgin, Mary. Our bible verses - the angel 

told Joseph to name the baby Jesus because he will save his people 
from their sins. Celebrate Jesus' birth this December but remember to 

celebrate His gift of salvation every day of the year. PRAYER; God, I 

celebrate the wonderful gift of Your Son. In His name, Amen. 

Also pray for some countries whose people have lost their lives and 
also those people who have a difficult time during Christmas time.  

   God Bless  Jackie 
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“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will”  
 

This phrase which commences our hymn of praise, the Gloria, is also at the heart of the angelic throng herald-

ing the good news of Christmas. (Luke 2: 14) Yet the focus quickly changes to the infant Christ and the ac-

companying senses of awe, wonder, and homage. PEACE seems to get relegated to a less important after-

effect. So much so, that this Christmas season presents a good opportunity to reflect on exactly what this 

promised PEACE is, and whether or not I can experience it during the season of PEACE.  The whole phrase is 

not without its variations. Bible translations tend towards: ‘peace for those God favours’. So it would seem 

that if people of good will are favoured by God then they will experience PEACE. But Job proved that that 

was not necessarily so. 

In fact most of us could probably attest to experiencing some of Job’s difficulties, at least some of the time, 

and certainly not discovering PEACE even with all the good will in the world. Does this make PEACE some-

thing which is largely unachievable? The biblical translations tend to give this impression by implying it is a 

special favour from God. But before that conclusion can be suggested, we need to explore further what we 

mean by PEACE and distinguish what we do not mean by it. To start with, it can be argued that PEACE is not 

the same as ‘contentment’. The wise Krishnamurti was often approached by individuals seeking something, 

perhaps a key to their life experience. 

He once said to a person: “You have sought contentment, and fortunately you have not found it; to find it is to 

stagnate, vegetate.” This is a wonderful observation on our common experience of ‘discontent’. We regularly 

find ourselves discontented with one thing or another and can mistakenly believe that PEACE will rid us of 

our discontent. But what if ‘discontentment’ is actually viewed as something healthy? It would seem from that 

viewpoint that PEACE and contentment are not the same thing at all.                                 Continued on page 8         
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Reaching out to new Catholic Deaf and hear-

ing-impaired and their parents through the 

schools 

Catholic Signs Vocab and Prayer Resources 

in NZSL   

 
 

David Loving-Molloy—Chaplain 

Catholic Deaf Community 

Palmerston North & Wellington 

Dioceses 
Fax: 00 64 06 355 0398 

Txt ph: 021 120 4265 

Email: catholic.deaf@ 

Hello Everyone 
Quite a few things have been happening in 2015. The essential elements for the ministry this year: 

      Monthly Interpreted Masses available in the Palmerston North and Wellington Diocese 

Adult Deaf Formation in Faith – SC102  

Schools visitation in the Palmerston North and Wellington dioceses 
Adult visitation – Wellington, Levin, Taranaki, Hawke’s Bay, Feilding 

Deaf Southern Star Newsletter – 4 editions this year 

Catholic Deaf Centre work – Sr. Maureen O’Hanlon OP – Archives; new project: Deaf Café in Lower Hutt; work  
on Catholic Signs Vocab for Palmerston North Diocese 

Other important events this year included: 

Nelson / Marlborough visitation 
Christchurch work 

New Zealand Catholic Deaf Ministries Conference in Auckland 

St. Dominic’s Signs work 

Dominican 800th Jubilee celebration in Feilding  
Deaf Mental Health Support Services 

The monthly Interpreted Masses have continued to be a regular feature in the Palmerston North and Wellington 

dioceses and have covered parishes in: Lower Hutt; Otaki; Levin; Palmerston North; Whanganui; Stratford; and Has-
tings. With an outreach focus, 2016 will hopefully see more opportunities in Stratford, and Hastings. 

SC102 was delivered at St.’s Peter and Paul’s in Lower Hutt over two weekends and was very well received. In 2016 

we are planning on having PM101 over two weekends in Lower Hutt. A big challenge here will be to source fund-
ing for the fees and materials used, as most people cannot afford the full costs. 

 

Schools visitation in both dioceses was a big part of future ministry building in 2015. With a number of Catholic 

schools in both the Wellington and Taranaki regions indicating the presence of hearing-impaired students on their 
rolls, I set about visiting the schools and making initial contacts with the teachers concerned, and on some occasions 

meeting the students. These young people will of course be the future of the ministry so they will continue to be an 

important focus for 2016. 
Adult visitation is also an important part of Deaf ministry work and 2016 will see a particular focus on visiting those 

who are isolated and may lack some support. A Visiting Team has been set-up from the Wellington group and it is 

hoped they will make visits around Wellington in 2016. In the Palmerston North diocese, I will be including this spe-

cial focus on visiting the isolated when travelling to Hawke’s Bay, Taranaki, Whanganui, Manawatu, and the 
Wairarapa next year. 

 

Catholic Deaf Centre work will take on a particular focus in 2016 with work on a Catholic Signs Vocab for the 
Palmerston North diocese, and also upgrading the Centre’s computer system and operations. It is important for 

the long term viability of the Catholic Deaf Centre that its technological capabilities keep pace with developments as 

they come to hand. There will also be a special focus on creating Catholic resources in NZSL which can be used by 
parents, schools, interpreters, and the Catholic Deaf Community.    

The Deaf Southern Star quarterly is now sent to more than half its readership by email. It is an important link for 

many Deaf who enjoy reading it and seeing photos of familiar faces. This is but one aspect of the work which is a 

regular part of the Catholic Deaf Centre. Sr. Maureen O’Hanlon OP is our St. Dominic’s Archivist and has done a 
great job with our archive work.  

Progress is being made on Deaf Mental Health Support services in the Wellington area but there remain significant 

barriers for consumers in the Palmerston North area. This is an issue which is intended to be addressed next year in 
the Palmerston North area. I will be offering my support where I can.                                                                                                                                                   

God Bless  David                                                                                      
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Kia Ora from Auckland                                                               November 2015 

 

On the 8th March, we had our Mass at St Dominic’s Catholic Church in 

Blockhouse Bay. It was very warm environment and very friendly people. 

We enjoyed it there so much; after the Mass, we were invited to a 

“Welcome” morning tea with some nibbles.  

 

On the 9th March, RE team (all of 

them are hearing only I am Deaf) flew to LA in USA for a Congress 

(Conference). It was just an awesome experience! There were over 40 

000 people attending. The weather was so lovely just like my homeland 

in South Africa. Guess what! I 

met such a nice Deaf priest 

name is Fr Tom and I managed 

to attend his Mass at Holy Angels 

Catholic Church of The Deaf in LA 

with Felicity!  

 

I visited Trevor and his wife Carol at 

their home on the 23rd March. I must say Trevor looks 

so well since he came out from hospital. He has his 

small toes amputated due his blood infection. I would like to say BIG thank you to Mary 

Johnson for contact Trevor’s daughter and his sister Pat and also visited Trevor with Car-

ol in hospital while I was in America. 

 

  

Massive Congratulation Michelle 

Smith for her beautiful daughter Sarah got married to 

such a gentle guy Michael. May 

God bless them. 

 

Congratulations to Rachel and 

Cameron Marr as their youngest 

son Connor has started at a BIG 

school - here 

is a photo 

with his older 

brother Jack 

in his new school uniform. Con-

nor is very thrilled and happy to 

have started school. 

                 Continued on next page 

Ms Judith Mason 
 

Pastoral Worker to Auckland 

Catholic Deaf Community 

 
Text: 021 023 68870 

Email: judithm@cda.org.nz 

Fax: 09 360 3070 
Skype: deaffriendly 
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Please pray for Anton, as he has problems with his eyes and is going to have 

eyes surgery soon. The surgery has been postponed due to his high blood pres-

sure and his diabetes. Yay, Anton’s wife Prasadinie passed her learner's license 

at the AA in Manukau, she needs to get her full licence sooner so she can sup-

port Anton in the future.  

On 5th October, Teresa Jenkin passed away peacefully at 

her home after a short illness. Sincere Condolence to her 

husband Raymond Jenkin and pray to God to comfort and 

protect Ray as he is now alone. May Teresa rest in peace 

…. We had a lovely Mass on the 8thNovember when we had Anointing of the Sick. It 

was so nice to see some people anointed together 

like brothers and sisters. It showed that we trust 

each other like family. We honoured Father John 

who did a fantastic job.  

Sadly, Fr John Airey is leaving us for Australia early 

in February, it is our last day to be with him on the 

13th December but he promised me that he    

is going to have Christmas BBQ with us after the 

Mass. 

Trevor Cotter had his 80th birthday on the 21st 

October. It was such a special celebration with his family and 

friends at Bricklane Restaurant for a delicious lunch in New 

Lynn. Trevor was so happy and thrilled. Congratulations Tre-

vor, may God bless you always                               Judith 
 

Message from Mary Johnson: 

Here is about Auckland Jubi-

lee 800 years of Dominican 

Opening Celebration 

on 15th November at St Dominic Catholic Church, 

Blockhouse Bay there were about 40 people, my-

self, an interpreter Debbie Lynch & Father Kevin 

Toomey .o.p. It was such a beautiful celebration and 

we took some candles to walk through for celebrat-

ed toward the table beside statue of St Dominic and 

we took some small candles and put on a bowl of 

water and Father Toomey talked about history of 800 years with St 

Dominic so then we had lovely chat with hearing people only one of me 

with Interpreter. 

Myself and Dorothy 

Jones went to Dunedin 

for our friends, Georgi-

na & Wayne McNama-

ra’s 50th wedding anni-

versary, it was so love-

ly to see my friends 

and we had a wonderful time. I am going to practice for Eu-

charistic Communion for St Dominic Parish, Blockhouse Bay 

soon which I am looking forward to it. 
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The McNamara family with the cake L to R: 

 Jason, Tanya, Georgina, Wayne, Daryl 

 

On the right is the Wedding Group L to R: 

Kathleen Bayley, Georgina, Wayne,  

Graeme Bethune, Roy Williams  

Below are some of the women having fun L to R: 

Dorothy, Suzy, Mary, and Janette 

On the left is the large group of Deaf friends who 
joined Georgina and Wayne in their celebrations.   

 Below is a St. Dominic’s group, L to R: 
Kathleen Bayley, Colin Beamsley, Georgina, 
Mary Johnson, Dorothy Jones, Jim Henry,  

Margaret Cheyne, Maureen Seth, Wayne, Janette 
Smith, Alphonse Carroll, and Suzy Hanson 
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Peter Raymond Hill 

1944—2015 

Remembering Peter Hill  

by Alan Thomasen 
Dear Everyone 

 

I will give you news from the funeral in Rotorua on  

Sunday 27th September for Peter Hill who passed away in 

his sleep in his flat on the 22nd September. 

 

I did Sign Language in the Church for a short time and a 

lot of people said they were very pleased to me. Peter was 

to be cremated. 

 

Peter missed his old Deaf School—St. Dominic’s in  

Feilding. He has gone to heaven to be with his father Jim 

and his mother Clare. Peter’s dog was given to other  

people to look after. 

 

God Bless from Alan 

 

Sr. Dominic remembers Peter Hill: 

 

Alan Thomasen sent the funeral brochures from Peter Hill’s funeral to Mary  

Johnson and me. What a lovely service, led by Christopher Hill and lovely photos 

of Peter over the years. Some of the photos are on this page. Mary and I share our 

memories. Every time I cam back from Rotorua, Sr. Bernadette always asked me 

for news of Peter. Everyone loved him. I visited Peter and his parents and their 

big old dog in Rotorua in 1979 and the 1980s when I began working with the 

adult Deaf. 

 

Peter’s parents asked me to help them find a place for him to live when they dies. I found there were nice 

homes for IHC people at Kawaha Point in Rotorua with supervision. Rotorua takes good care of the special 

needs people with part-time work and good supervised accommodation. I had a Deaf Youth Weekend out 

at my father’s place in Mourea. Mrs. Trapski came and we took all the young people out to Hinemoa Steps 

for a walk along the path by the Kaituna River. Peter Hill’s parents brought him, along with his big dog. 

The Deaf Youth talked to him, but he ran away. 

 

Peter didn’t know them. He walked all the way down the path quickly and back 

with his dog. They were both puffed and tired. Then he got into the car with his 

parents and his dog and wanted to go home. I used to take him Catholic Work 

Sheets, but his parents said he could not manage the papers. Peter’s parents Jim 

and Clare have since died as have many of his good friends from Feilding days: 

Sr.’s Conrad, Stanislaus, Louise, de Sales, and Bernadette, and Danny Beech 

and Maree Carroll. Peter is always remembered with love. We thank God for his 

life. Peter’s last dog has been given to friends. 

 

 

Love from Sr. Dominic  
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On the left at  
Government House in 

Wellington, Peter  

Murray received his 

Queen’s Birthday  

Medal in honour of his 

services to basketball in 

New Zealand and  

overseas. L to R: 

Peter Murray, Interpret-

er: Alisha Davidson, 

and Beth Titter  

Above are two good friends who recently met in 

Dunedin: Sr. Molly Griffin and Dorothy Jones. 

Below is Mary Johnson with Dorothy at Sr. Louise 

Timpany’s grave in Dunedin  

Trevor Cotter recently celebrated his 80th Birthday in Auckland. Above is 

Trevor and Carol, with Trevor’s Daughter—Annette, and grand-daughter, 

and 3 great grandchildren. Below is Trevor and Carol 

 

 

 

On the right are 3 

friends having 
fun at Trevor’s 

80th Party L to R: 

Judith  

Ana 

Felicity 
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Special Prayers: 
We pray for those who have died  

recently and we remember all those below whose 

anniversaries occur in the next 3 months. We also 

pray for those who are sick or in need of our pray-

ers.  

 

Anniversaries— 
 

December: 
01 / 12 / 74: Alphonse Carroll 

10 / 12 / 78: Elizabeth Ward 

10 / 12 / 82: Christina O’Hanlon 

19 / 12 / 89: Allston Easton 

12 / 12 / 90: Val Molenaar 

23 / 12 / 91: S.M. Conrad OP 

27 / 12 / 93: S.M. Margarita OP 

27 / 12 / 93: Bill Rees 

02 / 12 / 94: Mary Griffin 

30 / 12 / 02: Wilson Barret 

01 / 12 / 04: Casey Ooteman 

24 / 12 / 11: John Cuff 

18 / 12 / 12: Mr. Page (Jonathon’s father) 

 

January: 
07 / 01 / 72: Alfred Alsop 

13 / 01 / 87: Malcolm Smith 

21 / 01 / 98: Rosemary Ward 

02 / 01 / 03: Keith Hadfield  

28 / 01 / 05: Mr. Tong 

01 / 01 / 06: Harry Hanley 

24 / 01 / 10: Iris Brouwers 

16 / 01 / 12: Daniel Hunter 

09 / 01 / 15: Sr. Winefride OP 

17 / 01 / 15: Sr. Bernadette OP 

 

February: 
11 / 02 / 65: Wayne Ross Allen 

15 / 02 / 79: S.M. Vianney OP 

25 / 02 / 87: Mr. Costello 

19 / 02 / 89: Inez Alsop 

25 / 02 / 91: Mr. Thomasen 

11 / 02 / 94: Mr. Duckett 

12 / 02 / 94: Joe Williams 

05 / 02 / 95: S.M. Paul OP 

03 / 02 / 03: Dick Bright 

19 / 02 / 03: Mary Beech 

04 / 02 / 05: Helen McGlinchey 

15 / 02 / 08: Mrs. N. Cockburn 

24 / 02 / 09: Josephine Bright 

08 / 02 / 12: Godfrey Easton 

19 / 02 / 12: Millie Love 

 

 

 

        

 

Christmas Reflection continued: 
It can be said that among the war-torn areas of the 

Middle East and Syria, and also among the tides of 

refugee / migrants flooding into Europe that some 

people have been able to experience PEACE while 

at the same time being very discontented with the  

reality of their circumstances.  

PEACE, does not necessarily mean that one is free 

from warfare, insecurity, or, as in the case of Job—

misfortune. Surely this realisation would radically 

alter the manifesto of any government policy or 

personal crusade in the name of PEACE?  

If PEACE can not be identified with contentment, 

neither can it be confused with ‘uniformity’. To be 

at PEACE does not mean we are the same as the 

other, or even in agreement with the other. If we 

used St. Paul’s image of the body, it could not be 

said that the ‘ear’ was the same as the ‘foot’. The 

various members of the body are radically different 

in their constitution and function.  

It could also be argued that people have radically 

different beliefs. Someone once said that Jesus 

Christ was not a proselytizer. From this it can be 

inferred that PEACE is not about converting others 

to one’s own belief system. In other words, for 

PEACE, it is not necessary that people agree on 

their beliefs. Where does this stance leave many of 

the world’s religions for which ‘evangelization’ is 

an important part of their religious obligation? 

What if we shouldn’t be trying to ‘convert’ any-

one?  

The issue of PEACE, then, at Christmas, becomes 

something which is not exclusive to the Christ 

child, or Christianity, or Judaism, or any particular 

religion. But it does appear to be something which 

is seriously lacking around the world today. Per-

haps it can be found not so much in the adoration 

of the Christ child, but rather through the ‘good 

news’ of love and forgiveness which Jesus pro-

claimed, and which is found in the wisdom of other 

spiritualties too. Of course this should not be con-

fused with some warm, fuzzy feeling, because 

‘love’ can be a very difficult thing.  

If we go back to the biblical translation of: ‘peace 

for those God favours’, we could say that if God is 

‘love’, then when one recognizes love in their 

midst, they recognize God. So perhaps PEACE is 

more about recognizing love/God in our midst,  

rather than some sort of manufactured content-

ment / uniformity / harmony, which only masks a 

deeper discontent.           

       



Wellington Catholic Deaf Community News – written by Clare Holtham and Mary Fifield 

 

Our monthly Masses continue each month – after Mass we join together for a cuppa, friend-

ship and a time of sharing.  We are blessed to have Angela Murray and Alisha Davidson inter-

pret our Masses.  We would like to say a big thank you to Angela and Alisha for their faithful-

ness and their commitment to us – we really appreciate them. 

 

In November Cardinal John celebrated Mass at Ss Peter & Paul's Church where he confirmed 

many young people – the Deaf were at this Mass.  After Mass while we were having a cuppa 

in the presbytery - Cardinal John came and said hello to us. 

 

On 18 November we held our fourth Deaf Cafe.  Deaf Cafe has attracted a number of hearing 

impaired people as well as Deaf people.  We would love to have more Deaf join us each month 

and we will be advertising in the Anglican, Baptist, Presbyterian, AOG etc. parishes in the 

Wellington area in January next year.  Deaf Cafe will begin again in February 2016. 

 

Our next interpreted Mass will be on Sunday 13 December at St Peter & Paul’s Church, Lower 

Hutt at 9.30am.  Alisha Davidson will interpret. The Wellington Catholic Deaf Committee and 

the Deaf Cafe team will meet in December to plan for next year.   

 

We wish everyone a blessed and holy Christmas and a blessed and happy new year. 

 
 

 

Deaf Café 
For Deaf and Hearing Impaired People 

 
Deaf Café is for everybody, just turn up. We will have the tea 

and coffee hot and the cake and biscuits waiting. Deaf Cafe is 

free. You can meet and chat with new people or catch up with old friends over a cuppa. 

 

 

Organizers will be in contact again in February 2016. 
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Donations, Deadlines and... 
We hope you have enjoyed this 4th Quarter issue of DSS for 2015. The Catholic Deaf Centre wishes to 

sincerely thank all the faithful readers who have generously given donations towards the production of our 

newsletter. Without your support we would not be able to reach as many people as we do. We keep you in 

our prayers. Don’t forget this is your newsletter. The coverage of the DSS depends on who sends the sto-

ries and news to us. If you would like to see some news from your area in the DSS, we encourage YOU to 

send us some news and photos about what is happening in your area. DSS readers are very keen to know 

how things are going with YOU. DSS comes out quarterly so there is plenty of time to get your news in 

for the next issue. Our next deadline date for news, stories and photos is: 

Deadline Date—Friday 26th February 2016 

Our Catholic Deaf group in Christchurch recently had an Interpreted Mass 

in Addington on Sunday 8th November. 

 

Above, L to R: Br. Gerard Hogg SM, Lachie Bartlett, Anne Deegan,  

Gloria Magee, Dennis Tod, Robynne Tindall, Sophia Janiec, and William 

Tindall 
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